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him. I don’t think that there is any de-
sire on his part to militarize the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and I
think that he will see this new Admin-
istrator wanting to do the right thing.

Mr. Chair, I oppose this amendment
and urge my colleagues to oppose the
amendment.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chair, again, I ap-
preciate the response of the chairman,
who, I again want to reiterate, has
done a fine job in the appropriations
process, and I appreciate his concerns
about this.

I intend to meet with Secretary Pru-
itt. I have known him for quite some
time and have full confidence in his
ability to lead the EPA in a much bet-
ter direction than it has been over the
last few years.

He inherited this problem. This is not
an effort by the EPA to militarize.
They already are militarized. This ex-
ample I gave you from the State of
Alabama is just one example of other
instances in the State of Alabama,
other instances around the country.

We depend on law enforcement to
handle confrontational situations. I
don’t think anyone expects a Federal
agency to have people who are trained
to the degree that our law enforcement
is to handle situations where someone
might get injured or killed.

So it is, I think, totally appropriate
for us at this point to redirect this
funding, to remove this funding for
armed agents, who, by the way, as I
said early on, and if you want to see
this report from Open the Books, we
are purchasing 75-millimeter ammuni-
tion, 30-millimeter ammunition. It is
hard to imagine what purpose they
have for ammunition of that size.

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the op-
portunity to speak on this amendment,
and I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. PALMER).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Alabama will be
postponed.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chair, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. LAM-
BORN) having assumed the chair, Mr.
BERGMAN, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 3354) making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
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2018, and for other purposes, had come
to no resolution thereon.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE
AMENDMENT TO SENATE
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 601, REIN-
FORCING EDUCATION ACCOUNT-
ABILITY IN DEVELOPMENT ACT

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-299) on the resolution (H.
Res. 509) providing for consideration of
the Senate amendment to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment
to the bill (H.R. 601) to enhance the
transparency and accelerate the im-
pact of assistance provided under the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to pro-
mote quality basic education in devel-
oping countries, to better enable such
countries to achieve universal access
to quality basic education and im-
proved learning outcomes, to eliminate
duplication and waste, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2018

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 504 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 3354.

Will the gentleman from Michigan

(Mr. BERGMAN) Kkindly resume the
chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
3354) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2018, and for
other purposes, with Mr. BERGMAN
(Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
a request for a recorded vote on amend-
ment No. 56 printed in House Report
115-297 offered by the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. PALMER) had been post-
poned.
AMENDMENT NO. 57 OFFERED BY MR. CARBAJAL

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 57 printed
in House Report 115-297.

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of division A (before the short
title) insert the following:

September 7, 2017

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to process any appli-
cation under the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.) for a permit
to drill or a permit to modify that would au-
thorize use of hydraulic fracturing or acid
well stimulation treatment in the Pacific
Outer Continental Shelf.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 504, the gentleman
from California (Mr. CARBAJAL) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Chairman, I am
offering my amendment on behalf of
my constituents on the central coast of
California. It simply prevents the Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management
from issuing any new permits that
would allow companies to use hydrau-
lic fracturing or acid well stimulation,
otherwise known as fracking, in Fed-
eral waters off the West Coast. It will
prohibit the use of fiscal year 2018
funds to process any new applications
for this purpose. This would provide us
more time to study whether offshore
fracking is safe for the environment
and public health.

In 2013, we learned that offshore
fracking had been occurring off Califor-
nia’s coast for more than two decades.
In the Santa Barbara Channel alone,
there have been more than a dozen doc-
umented instances of offshore fracking,
yvet we know very little about the envi-
ronmental and health impacts this has
had on our communities.

Already, the United States Geologi-
cal Survey has concluded that the
practice of injecting pressurized water
into deep rock formations causes
earthquakes. My constituents deserve
to know the risks associated with off-
shore fracking on our environment,
marine life, and public health.

My constituents have seen the dev-
astating impacts of some of the largest
oil spills in California’s history, like
the 1969 Santa Barbara oil spill. My
amendment echoes my constituents’
concern surrounding the impacts of off-
shore fracking and prohibits the use of
funds to process any new applications
for this purpose.

This is a commonsense measure that
we should implement until we know all
the facts and risks associated with this
practice.

Mr. Chair, I urge passage of my
amendment, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from California is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chair, last year,
May of 2016, in the previous adminis-
tration, the Department of the Interior
issued a finding of no significant im-
pact with respect to these operations;
thus followed a review of 23 oil and gas
platforms currently operating offshore
in the State of California. The review
drew upon the best available science
and reaffirms that these operations are
operating safely, as they should.
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